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F TER I bad preached the Sermon, : 
., which accompanies this, I found it 
.\ would be. agreeable to you and ſome 
friend, if it was made more pub- 
lick. As foon as I could gain a little leiſure 
for tranſcribing, Twas willing to oblige, with 

this teſtimony of my reſpect and veneration for 
the excellent — whoſe death occaſioned it. 
I no. fend it to you, to poſe n. as 
you foal think proper. | 


Whilf Dr. Watts lived, he as an honour 
to the Diſſenters. His uncommon genius, bis 
polite taſte, his pious and uſeful labours ſhould 
endear his memory to thoſe, who had the cre- 
dit and benefit of them, A weak conſtitution 
confined bim too often from appearing in ac- 
tive life; yet this he compenſated by bis dili- 

A 2 gence 


[ iv J 
gence in the contemplative. He did not re- 
treat to indolence and eaſe, under the favour 
of an honourable friendſhip ; but fully employ- 
ed himſelf in finiſhing thoſe plans, be defigned | 
for the good of mankind. The number of bis 
works publiſhed, and thoſe he left behind bim 


in manuſcript, ſhew that be was diligent in 
Bis reti rement, and animated in bis compoſi- 
tions by generous and focial affections. His 
works generally met with acceptance : as be 
wrote with eaſe and elegance, and cauld, from 
the richneſs of his imagination, enliven the moſt 
common ſubjetts and add a luſtre to the moſt 
intereſting. His charity was very extenſive 
to honeſt men in different Sentiments from him- 

felf. He firmly adbered to what be took to 

be truth, and as freely condemned error; but 
at the lan time be was ready to make allow- 
ance for human weakneſs, and to conſider the 
different ſentiments among Chriſtians, if they 
did not eclipſe the diſtinguiſbing glories of our 
religion, and deſtroy its practical power and 
influence, I ſay, he could conſider them, as mo- 
numents of our imperfection, and trials Y. our 
charity for one' another. 


Charity had taken a long and. Ne 1 
lan of his Soul, where the ſoft and tender 
paſſions uſed to prevail. If by ſome rules of 
order, he fell in with, be was obliged to re- 
train his communion ; yet it had no effect to 
confine bis charity. From bis own trials, he 


74s 
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was convinced of the nam doubts and d 22 
ties, which attend the moſt inpartial enquiries 
* after truth. *©* From my on experiment, 
« ſays he, I can eafily gueſs phat confounding ' 
& intricacies of. thought others paſs through in 
= « their honeſt Tearches after truth. -Theſe' con- 
« flifts did exceedingly enlarge my ſoul, and 
te ſtretched my Charity to a vaſt extent. He 
vas ſenſible how much vital religion ſuffered 
by uncharitableneſs, and aſſigns this as one'un- 
happy ſource of it, viz. © that a great part 
ce of the profeſſors of our « holy religion, make 
e their heads the chief ſeat of it ; and ſcarce 
« ever ſuffer it to deſcend and warm their 
* hearts. Feſus the ſaviour has been diſco- 
| « wered to them in a good degree of outward 
F * light, buf has never been revealed in them 
| 5 275 power, nor their ſouls changed by di- 
| vine grace into the image of the Goſpel +.” 
| 7 yo + the cloſe of this piece, diſſuading 
Þ from the danger of ſo detefled a vice, he ex- 
efſes bimſelf in 0 follows etting man- 
jt at . uncharitable CIS the 
« very vitals of that religion, by which: he 
« hopes for eternal life: and whilft his fury 
© rages, 2 his brother, for accidental 
* differences, be ſhakes the very foundations 
7 of his own Chriſtianity ; and endangers or 


ö 


E prevents his own Salvation. His boaſted 
N . * orthodoxy in opinion is made vain, while his 
e practical 


* Eſſay againſt unchatitablenefs, p. 12, Ed. 1707 · 
$ . Ibid d p. 21. : ; 185 6 


[i] 

* fratical wngodiineſſes are ſo real, and his 
*« faith. appears to be little better, than that 
« of Devils, when he at much of # their 
* malice with it . | 


Sieh 1s Dr. Watt's  Orifian temper, ho 
Friendly, and catholick, that it diſpoſed bim to 


a 


frienafhrp with ber ſons of different enommar 


noni. Such ' were bis abilities and labours, 


that he has. acquired to his name a kind of 


| imme 61 Earth. His name will be men- 
with reſpect, whilſt true vital religion 
its quthority amongſt” us; whilſt li- 
—_ -u the goſpel ſhall be the honour of Great 
ben aue cume to inſtruct᷑ our young 
rag a home, or to praiſe God in our pub; 
liel aſſemblies, ;be name of this Excellent Man 
will be reſpected, who bas furniſhed us with 
15 agreeable belps. for both: neither will 
his name or worth be unknown 10 the Schools 
of | Philoſophy, ——But I muſt. confine myſelf 
iu tbe bounds of a letter, and have nathz 
more ta add, ae whe: ohm * which 47 


am 
. TV BY : 531 W vj | 
1 - : : * & ; 
nN \ 2 \ = * — er } 
- ; . addin” 
( * 4 
Sy Humble, Servant, 55 
LS” ane : 


1 Ibid p. 40, . - ? 


———— 
— 
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Wb | Rev. xiv. 13. 


And 1 hours a voice ; from heaven, 


ſaying unto me, write bleſſed are 
the dead, which die in the Lord, 


from henceforth, yea, faith” the, 1 
rit, that they may reſt from their 
labours, and their _ do Ku, 


tbem. 


3 : 


HE Moralift tells us, chat 8 | 

to live is not ſuch a benefit, but. 

to live well: that the true eſti- 

mate of life is not to be taken 
from a flow of time, or a ſucceſſion of ſo 
many years; but from our uſeful and vir- 
tuous actions. To eat and drink and feel 
the vigour of every ſenſe may be the life of 

' a brute; but a rational creature muſt act 
rationally, or he cannot be ſaid with any 
propriety to live. 


Know- 


Non eſt bonum, vivere; ſed bene vivere. Sen. 
Actu illam (ſei vitam) metiamur, non tempore. id. 
Epiſt. 93. 


/ 


8 The reft and reward 
Knowledge and virtue are undoubtedly the. 
chief ornaments. of human nature, and to 
be engaged in the purſuit of thoſe, is all 
endeavour to carry it to its greateſt improve- 
ment, and perfection. To come into the 


world for ſuch an end, might well reconcile 


us to the infirmities and tniſeries, we are 


ſubject to here; and to go out of it with 
ſuch a diſpoſition would lead us to real hap- 
pineſs hereafter, To be uſeful then in our 


| Nation; to be virtuous in our temper ; and 


firmly attached to the intereſts of truth, li- 
berty and religion; is the way to be happy, 
both in life and death. 

Wdat led my thoughts to this ſubject, was 
the death of a very worthy miniſter : a Maſ- 
ter in our Iſrael, Dr. Iſaac Watts, who was 
buried the laſt week. 

He was poſſeſſed of many great ta- 


00 lents, and valuable qualifications for the 


*« benefit of mankind. His light ſhined, 


and his influence ſpread to good advan- | 
tage. He contributed much to the im- 


<« provement of one part of Chriſtian wor- 
« ſhip by his ſacred and divine hymns; a8 


« he promoted the ſpirit of true vital reli- 


« gion by his practical works. He was hap- 
” py in a lively imagination, and extenfive 
« knowledge, by which he was the more 
te able to-inſtru and pleaſe. He was very 
“e ſolicitous to give an early bias to youn 
« minds towards religion, and for that for 
cc ur- 


of Good Men at death. 9 
t furniſhed them with ſome pleaſing exer- 
c ciſes for their entertainment: for which 


« "he had the thanks of many, whilſt he 


ce lived, and generations to come will riſe 
ce up, and call him bleſſed. He had ſuch 
« a compaſſion for the honeſt prejudices of 
* mankind, that he thought it his duty to 
“ ſoften them by every compliance, con- 
e ſiſtent with truth and faithfulneſs: and 
e would even venture his credit and intereſt 
« with his friends, by endeavouring to ex- 
“4 plain what ſeemed harſh, difficult, and 
« dividing, in ſuch a manner, as might unite 
« good men more cordially to one another. 


e His long and uſeful labours in the Chrif- 


e tian Church, amidſt the infirmities of a 
e breaking conſtitution, claim this publick 
«* teſtimony of reſpet, The cloſe of ſo 
* uſeful a life will be ſuitably attended with 


© a meditation on the reſt and reward, which 


A pu men enter upon at Death. And 7 
« heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me 
e write bleſſed are the dead, &c.“ 


Some underſtand this paſſage to refer to 


Martyrs and Confeſſors, and that thoſe who 
died in the Lord, were thoſe who died for the 
Lord b, Who gave up their lives for the 
B Chriſ- 

d *Ey is ſometimes rendered by propter for, or for the 
ſake of viz. They think they ſhall be heard &v T5 a70Av- 
dia for their much ſpeaking. Matt. vi. 7. — I there- 
fore the priſoner iy vp of, or for the Lord, for his ſake. 
Epheſ. iv. 1.——If ye be reproached iv v6pal: for the 
name of Chriſt, happy are ye. 1 Pet. iv. 14. But the more 
uſual conſtruction is i and very well ſuits this paſſage. 


— ——— 
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10 De reft and reward 
Chriſtian faith, and ſealed it with their blood, 
the higheſt proof, becauſe the moſt reluctant 
to natute, and intereſt, any one can give of 
their belief of its truth and importance. 
Tis very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, and a- 
greeable to the goodneſs and promiſe of 
God, that thoſe Who have extraordinary 
trials, ſhould have extraordinary ſupports; 
that as their ſufferings in- Chriſt abounded, fo 
ſhould their confolations alſo abound , Thus 
our Saviour aſſured his Diſciples, that thoſe 

who could forſake any worldly intereſts to 
ſerve him; or loſe their lives to honour him, 
ſhould find their advantage eminently in the 
next life. But ſince the reward mentioned 
in the text is the common expectation of 
good men; ſince a life of virtue is a con- 
ict with ſenſe and paſſion, and a publick 
Station requires boch labour and patience in 
the experience of all ages, I ſhall underſtand 
the words with ſuch latitude, and therefore 
without farther preface or introduQtion, 1 
On in the words, 

- The Solemnity with hich they are 
intreddoed.: The images of this book are 
extraordinary and magnificent. . And though 
we cannot explain the particular events of 
Providence deſigned in it; yet we ſee they 
muſt be important, as they are offered to 
us in ſo ſolemn a manner. Angels are brought 
into the ſcene; and the inſtruments both of 

vengance 
a Matt. xvi, -1 


. » Gn. L 5. 


of Good Men at death, 


vengance and mercy are ſo arrayed, as to 


ſtrike the mind with awe, The nar- 


ration proceeds with all the pomp and 
grandeur of language. The meſſage here 

by a voice. from heaven, - that 
its authority -might be. unqueſtionable ; it 
muſt ſtand upon record, as a firm and ſure 


foundation of comfort; it is witneſſed by the 


ſpirit, to give it a freer entrance and influ- 


ence into the hearts of Believers: 7 beard 


4 vice from heaven. 2 ng. umo me write, 
= mes ſaith t ſpirit. The ſtile js 


and the preparation ſolemn on purpoſe 

to draw our attention to it. 
2. . . You have a ſtrange  pobition laid 
down, namely that the dead are happy, 


bleſſed are the dead. How ſurprizing muſt 


this ſound to us, who are ſo apt to over va- 
lue life, and find the death of our friends, 


and . the apprehenfion .of our own death 


ſuch a real ſource of grief. Men may poſ- 
fibly-take a diſtaſt at life from the evils they 


meet” with in it. In the hours of Gdnel 
they may with Job, wiſh for the grave 


But generally, almoſt univerſally, it is — 


wiſe, We cling about life, we part with it 
the laſt thing, and then with much reluctan- 


cy. And yet here the dead are pronounced 


happy; to the ſurprize of nature indeed, but 
not of religion. You will however obſerve 


-a limitation in the character of the happy 


B 2 dead: 
< Job XIV; IJ» 


12 The reſt and reward 
dead: Not all that die are happy, only thoſe 


who die in the Lord, i. e all good men. T0 


ſuch, though death cannot appear amiable, 
from the oppoſition and reluctance of na- 
ture: yet neither will it appear dreadful, 
from the aſſurance and proſpects of faith. 

. You will obſerve the Bleſſedneſs it- 
ſelf expreſſedz they reſt from their labours and 
their works do follow them. They will be 
placed for ever out of the reach of all that 
can be ſuppoſed tomoleſt and vex them. They 
will be poſſeſſed for ever of all that can conſti- 
tute a rational and virtuous happineſs ;/ and 
both be aſcertained to them by covenant, as the 
reward of their patient and faithful ſervices. 

Their works do fillow . them. Some in- 
deed go before them to. heaven, as. their 
earneſt prayers for their friend's Neve ; 
ſome ſtay awhile behind them, to be the 
' monuments of their worth and piety, and 
a treaſure of comfort to the Church of God: 
but all will meet them in the other world, 
as the humble evidences af their faith, de- 

ndence and integrity. 

1 am led then from the words of my text 
to diſcourſe breifly of theſe two things. 


| . The character here given of all 
good men; they die in the Lord. 


The nature of their future 
blefſedneſs ; ; they reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them, 


This 


„, Good Men at death. 13 
This I hope will be a pleaſing meditation 
to a chriſtian, amidſt the difficulties and 
conflicts to which he is now expoſed. And 
methinks it ſhould produce a ſecret regret 


in thoſe, who have any reaſon to doubt of 
their own intereſt in it. | | 


= | .. You have here the character of all 
good men; they die in the Lord, i. e. their 
temper and life has been ſuch, and conti- 
nues to be ſuch to the laſt period, as is agree- 
able to the religion of Chriſt, Thoſe that 
die in the Lord muſt firſt be alive in him, 
and they, that will be ſo much the objects 
of his love, muſt firſt be united to him in 
a covenant relation; muſt expect every fa- 
vour according to the nature and deſign of 
this divine conſtitution. This is to make 
the goſpel and religion of Chriſt a wiſe, ex- 
cellent, and conſiſtent ſcheme of mercy. 
But this being a caſe upon which ſo much 
depends, I beg leave to ſhew what it is 70 be 
in Chriſt : for they that are ſo, and continue 
| to be ſo till death comes, they properly die 
t in the Lord. 
: 1... , The leaſt that can be intended by 
our being in Chriſt is the open profeſſion of 
ll bis religion. That we acknowledge him as 
the Son of God, and Saviour of the World ; 
believe his truths, rely upon his promiſes, 


and expect Salvation according to the terms 


of 


14 Die reft and reward + 


of acceptance in his Goſpel, and, finally, 
perform the ſeveral offices of Religon in his 
name, and through his mediation. Such a 
profeſſion of - Chriſt before the world is 
_ what diſtinguiſhes the chriſtian religion, from 
the jewiſh, or any other publick form. 80 
much our Saviour reaſonably expects from us, 
that we ſhould vor be aſbamed of him, or 
his goſpel before men . And I muſt beg 
Leave to obſerve, that this was thought of 
ſo much conſequence, when Chriſt firſt in- 
troduced his religion into the world, the 
profeſſing it in the face, and under the frowns 
of publick authority; in oppoſition to the 
prejudices of education, and the allurements 
of reputation and intereſt: I ſay in thoſe 
cireumſtances, Chriſt thought fit to encou- 
rage ſuch a profeſſion by an act of indem- 
nity and free pardon. They were declared 
freely juſtified by fuch a faith without works, 
as to fins that are paſt® ; and this juſtification 
by faith only, St. Paul inſiſts upon in op- 
polition to juſtification by the deeds of the 
law. But then the caſe is vaſtly different as 
to thoſe, who are mow born in a Chriſtian 
State, and under a publick profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity. There are not now the ſame 
encouragements wanting to introduce a reli- 
gion, which is ſuppoſed to be already re- 
ceived and eſtabliſned. There are not the 
fame reaſons to induce us to believe, that 

an 


f Mark viii, 38. 8 Rom. iii. 25. 


of Good Men at death. 15 


an open profeſſion now is equally fincere, 
with that in former circumſtances. The 
form and power of religion, we ſee, may 
be ſeparated one from the other and conſe- 
quently that ſomething further is neceſſary 
to the divine approbation, than mere faith 

or profeſſion, even a temper formed upon 
the great principles of the Goſpel, Our Sa- 
viour himſelf has decided the cafe, not every 
one that faith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall en- 
fer into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that 
doth the will of my father which is in bea- 
ven . A profeſſion of religion can be no 
longer acceptable and juſt, than as it is ac- 
companied with virtue, and productive of 
real holineſs: which is indeed the end of all 
religion, under every diſpenſation of it. 
Wherefore | MPs 

2... To be in Chriſt is fo be in temper 
and hfe what his religion obliges us to. be. 
The great defign of Chriſt's coming into 
the world mult in all reaſon be the meaſure 
of our life and hope. By this we' muſt re- 
gulate our thoughts; direct our courſe, and 
_ eſtabliſh our comfort both in life and death. 
It is evident that Chriſt came to reveal God 
to us, and the way to eternal life. He 
came to give us juſt ſentiments of God 
as the ſupreme good; to be the nobleſt ob- 


ject of love and deſire; as the righteous 
governour of the world, whoſe kingdom is 
. unalterably 


k® Mat. vii. 21. 


\ 


16 The reft and reward 
unalterably founded in truth and' equity ; to 
lead us. to worſhip. him with a pure mind, 
to zmitate him in, a courſe. of virtuous ac- 
tions; and, under all events, ſubſcribe to his 
will —— as highly offended with our ſins; 
to convince us of the neceflity of repentance, 
and a ſpeedy return to our duty: — as will- 
ing to ſhew mercy.to us through his Son; 
to engage us to rely upon his attonement and 
mediation. . To the praiſe of the glory of his 
grace, wherein be hath made us accepted in 
the beloved *, This is the nature and deſign 
of the new. covenant, and when ſuch is the 
Nate and temper of our ſouls, we have then 
truely a covenant relation, 'and a covenant 
intereſt to rejoyce in. When the grace of 
God effectually teaches us, what it came to 
teach all men, 7o deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
Tufts ;" and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in the preſent world *, then we are in Chriſt, 
And when ſincerity animates all our endea- 
vours to do the will. of God, i. e. when we 
endeavour it, with a true intention to pleaſe 
and honour Him, with the conſcious appro- 
bation of our own minds, that we are do- 
ing what is right; and with good affections 
of ſoul, we are then fully in Chriſt. 
All this was the end of Chrift's coming 
into the world, and we cannot with any 
propriety believe that we are in him, untill 
the main thing is ſecured, for which he 
| | was 


. ü. 12. 


of Good Men at death. 
was manifeſted. He was manifeſted to take 
away fin", and therefore we cannot be in him, 


whilſt we love and live in fin, He came to 
deſtrey the works of the Devil n, and there- 


fore we cannot be his, whilſt, we u phold 
thoſe works. The fruits of bis Spirit are in 
all righteouſneſs goodneſs. and truth; and 
therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed, that ak have 
his Spirit, ſo long as we are impure, vicious, 
enemies to truth and goodneſs, now thoſe that 
bave not the ſpirit of Chrift are none of his*. 
Thoſe. are ſelf evident propoſitions, and 
ſhew it to be. as well the height of folly, as 
of impiety, to pretend to religion, without, 
being really religious. Folly to deceive our- 
ſelves by a zealous — ; by a punctual 
compliance with the externals of religion; 
or a purpoſe of future amendment, whilſt 
the heart remains unſanctified. Folly to act 
a wrong part, when the ſame care, the ſame 
zeal, with the grace of God, would acquire 
the amiable virtues, and everlaſting comforts 
of religion. The word of God is clear 
enough in thoſe points. Circumciſion is no- 
thing, and uncircumcifion is nothing, but keep- 
ing the commandments of God?. It is an ever- 
laſting truth, that they that are Chriſt's have 
crucified the fleſh with the affections and luſts d. 


And therefore we can avail ourſelves of no. 


C pro- 


John i. 29. x John iii. 5. 1 Johm iii. 8. 
i; E 1 85 * 8 viii. 9. P x Cor. vii. 
al. v. oy 
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profeſſion of Chriſt's name and religion, but 
what becomes at the ſame time an effectual 
obligation to the practice of holineſs. 

3. . To be in Chriſt is not only to be- 
come virtuous and good for a ſeaſon; but to 
continue fo to the end of life, How is it 
poſſible to die in the Lord, if we do not 
perſevere in the ſame profeſſion and practice, 
which ſhews us to be at all in him ? This 
is frequently commanded as a duty, and we 
ſhall find it a duty, which requires all our 
attention and care. Be ye therefore ready, 
for the ſon of man cometh in an hour, that 
we think not”. Take heed to yourſelves left at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with fur- 
feiting and drunkenneſs and the cares of this 
life, and that day come upon you unawares *. 
Take heed left there be in any of you, an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God. Exbort one another, leſt any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin. For 
we are made partalers o Chriſt, if we bold 
the beginning of our Confidence ſtedfaſt unto the 
end. Fear, leſt a promiſe being left us of 
entering into bis reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem 
to come ſhort of it. If any man draw back, 
2 Soul fhall have no pleaſure in him. Be 

ou faithful unto death, and I will give 
Fhee a' crown of” life*. All thoſe paſſages de- 
| mon- 

Luke xii. 35. Luke xxi. 34. * Heb. 


. , . „ Heb, iv. 1. * Heb, 
X. 38. N 5 Rev. it, IO, | 4 ; 
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monſtrate the duty of perſeverance and con- 
ſtancy in religion, And let me add, that 
whilſt we are- thus endeavouring, we have 
every encouragement to ſupport us. God 
has promiſed never to leave or forſake thoſe, 

who come up to the Character of his peo- 
ple“. He will aſſiſt them in their trials; 
refreſh them in their ſorrows, and render 
them impregnable againſt the efforts of all 
their enemies. Not the malice of men, not the 
powers of death and hell ſhall be able to fruſ- 
trate their hopes, or hinder their ſalvation. 
None ſhall pluck them out of God's band, which 
is omnipotent; or out of God's covenant, which 
it ſure . This is the power of our conqueſt, 
that greater is be that is in us, than he that is in 
the world®: this the ſecurity of our ſtedfaſtneſs, . 
that we are kept by the power of God, through 
faith unto Salvation®, i. e. in the character 
of true believers we may aſſure ourſelves. of 
preſervation from every danger, till we are 
finally and forever ſecured in the bleſſedneſs 
of heaven, How glorious are thoſe encou- 
ragements? And what weakneſs muſt we be 
guilty of, to deſert thoſe characters, with 
Which the promiſes of God are unalterably 
connected. We muſt therefore hold faſt the 
beginning of our confidence, firm unto the 
end, for he that endureth to the end ſhall be 
faved®, If we bear the heat of the day, 
C 2 and 


! Heb. xiii. 5. 2 John x. 29, 2 Sam. xxiii. 
5. 1 John iv. 4. 1 Pet. i. 5. © Matt, xxiv. 13. 
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and tire before the evening; if we run well 
and do not run on; if we begin in the ſpirit, 
and end in the fleſh it cannot be expected 
that we ſhould: die in the Lord. We muſt 
therefore be ſledfaſt and immoveable* ; and in- 
deed all the mighty reaſons, which prove the 
excellency and importance of religion, e- 
qually enforce our continuance in it. 
Thoſe things then enter into the charac- 
ter of a good Chriſtian; of him that dies in 
the Lord, an honeſt, open profeſſion of his 
religion 3 a real conformity to the deſign of 
it in life; and a perſiſting in this good tem- 
per till death Thall put an end to our warfare, 
Such a courſe of piety will be attended with 


the nobleſt pleaſures here: but 1 K text leads 
me to confider 4 


N e nature and Wen of the 
furs bleſſeaneſs, which is defigned as the 
reward of good men, They reſt from their 
labours, and their works do follow them, The 
diſcription is full, and the proſpect charming. 
To quit the fatigues and labours of the day, 
for ſuch a calm evening; to eſcape from the 
threatning rocks, of driving Storm, and re- 
treat to a ſecure haven ; to exchange the fa- 
tigues and toils of war, for the everlaſting 
fruits of victory and peace. How deſira- 
ble] How- delightful! And thus is heaven 
repreſented, a reſt, a port, a crown, We 
| TEAS have 

r oe) i d Se Das} . 
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have here the future reward of a men' 
t | 42k 

. By a freedom dm all e, they 

ro from their labours. 

2... . By the poſſeſſion of all good, ind 
their works do follow them. 

The conſideration of both thoſe heads 
will give us a juſt idea of the reward; and 
perhaps the beſt that can be formed by us 
in our n ſtate. 

FIRST... Thoſe that dye in the Lord 
will be freed from thoſe evils, which now ruf 
e and moleſt them. What we call happi- 
neſs here muſt be imperfectly ſuch, becauſe 
blended with many evils, which often ſpoil 
the reliſh of it. Death, ſaid old Cato, is 
making land, and entering the port after a 
long and tedious navigation *: So dying to a 
Chriſtian will be finiſhing the dangerous 
voyage of life. By this happy event good 
men will be releaſed from two afflicting la- 
bours, viz, of 

Sin and Suffering. | 
1. . . Sin, which a good man views in a 
difterent light from others. What they find 
a pleaſure; he feels a burthen: what they 
love, is the object of his fear. And well 
he might be affected thus, when he has a 
truer apprehenſion of its evil nature. = | 
ces 


Quo proprius ad mortem accedam, quaſi terram 
Videre videar, aliquandoque in portum ex longa na- 
vigatione eſſe venturus. Cic. cato maj, 19. 
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ſees it to be a tranſgreſſibn of law; a viola- 
tion of order, peace and rectitude, which 
God deſigned. It grieves a good man that 
he ſhould be ſo liable to it, that he ſhould 
find ſuch inconſtancy in his courſe, ſuch a- 
batements to his zeal, ſo many fogs and clouds 
ariſe to intercept the views of faith. Paul 
was an eminent Chriſtian, yet notwithſtand- 
ing all his improvements and raptures, he 
could not look into himſelf, without a pang 
of ſorrow, Oh wretched man that. I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
deaths? 
How much is it the complaint of Believers, 
that they have ſo many temptations without; 
ſo many corruptions within, which retard 
their progreſs to - heaven ? How much do 
they grieve, that they cannot ſerve. God, 
equal to their love; nor love him, equal to 
their deſires; nor deſire him, ſuitable to his 
excellence ? | 
Death will remove from this imperfect 
world ; death will put an end to this pain- 
ful confli, and open a paſſage into a ſtate 
of perfect rectitude and love. There the 
ſpirits of guſt men are made perfect b. No 
unbelieving thought, no criminal deſire will 
riſe up in the Soul there, to defile it; no 
temptation, to ſurprize, or endanger it. Death 
will do for them, what afflictions could not 
do, what prayers and ordinances could _ 
0, 


1 Rom. vii. 24, “ Heb. xii, 23, 
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do, free them from every finful ſtain and 
blemiſh ; from every imperfection and fear. 
How will their graces ſhine, and their joy 
abound when they ſhall quit this ſinning 
world; when they ſhall take their final adieu 
of defilement and deluſion? Then no more 
the penſive hour; the weeping prayer; the 
mournful review; but virtue and love will 
be ſtill ſoaring to nobler heights, and re- 
ceiving new vigour from the eternal ſource 
of life and love. Such a bleſſedneſs, and 
ſuch an heaven muſt be highly valued by 
all, who deſire /o walk before God with a 
perfect heart. | 

2.... Death will remove the good man 
from the labours of ſuffering. We are born 
to trouble *, as our ſureſt inheritance 3 and 
nerally have ſuch an experience of it before 
we leave the world, as to make a change de- 
ſireable. Thus it pleaſes God to train us up 
for virtue and heaven by a ſucceſſion of 
diſappointments ; thus would he render the 
objects of faith the more important and va- 
luable. When we come into the world, 
weeping is the firſt preſage of our miſery; 
and our firſt knowledge of things very often 
begins with a ſenſe of 'our own misfortunes. 
duch a condition of being at preſent is thought 

beſt for us by our alwiſe Creator; a mixture 
of good and evil, by which the paſſions of 
Joy and ſorrow will be alternately raiſed, and 
which, 


Job v. 7. 
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which, without great caution, will become 
impediments to that good we might other- 
wiſe attain. Should our joy become extrava- 
gant it would throw us i an babitual. le- 
vity and impotence of mind; into ſuch a 
temper as would prevent all great deſigns, all 
manly and noble purſuits, Which requite at- 
tention, patience and zeal. On the other hand 
indulged ſorrow will diſſipate the vigour of the 
mind; introduce ſuch a diſcompoſure, as 
will ſpot the reliſhes of life, and unfit us 
ſot the moſt neceſſary duties. Some occa- 
ions of ſarrow will be very impreſſive, ſuch 
as, — perſecution for the teſtimony of truth 
and a good cohſcience —ſlander for the firm- 
neſs of our integrity, or the extenſion of our 
charity z—the deſertion of friends, and the 
defection of our children from true wiſdom, 
2 virtue. Thoſe occaſions of ſorrow will 
be; painful, and dreply wound, where the 
mind. is actuated by::the fear of God; and 
generous alteftihs 7. by a love of truth _ 
10 h hb buſtgcls of reaſon andy religion to! 
prevent: the exceſs of our paſſions; but they, 
are mam times too flrong for us. Their 
riſe: is often; ſuddon, and thein courſe; impe-; 
tupus; and we ate borne! away. But if the 
conſiderations. of religion do not ĩimmediatly 


check the; torrent, they ſugge What will 
ſuppont us as tothe iſſue. That though the 
dy be dark and lowering, the evening will 

ü 
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be-calm ; though the ſtorm falls heavy the 


ſhelter is near at hand. Say ye to the right- 


eous, that it ſhall be well with him x. Whilſt. 


ſuch love God and endeavour to be like 
him, they are the objects of his favour. They - 
will not therefore always lie in a ſordid ſuf- 
fering condition. Thoſe. labours ſhall have 
their period. The grave ſhall cure all their 
maladies ; and an abſolute reſt and caſe ſpring 


out of this corruption. There the wicked. 


ceaſe from troubling, there the weary is at 
ret). 


No more ſhall the righteous ſoul be vexed. 


and diſtrefſed by the fins of others; or fink 


into the fainting fits of creature love—No 


more feel the envenomed ſtings. of envy, 
ſlander and penal laws,—No more be fati- 


gued with the labours of ſtudy, or deceived 


and perplexed in the purſuits of knowledge. 
Death will cloſe thoſe dubious and diſtreſſing 


ſcenes, and leave them in a condition where. 
there will not be the leaſt appearance of 
grief and ſuffering. _ Blefled hope! Afflic- 


tions cannot keep us out of heayen ; nor 
will afflictions go with us there. Happy 


condition ! Where God fhall wipe away all 


tears from our eyes, where there ſhall be no 


more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, neither 


ſhall there 'be any more pain, for the former 


things are paſſed away ",—But this is not all 
the notion of Weng bleſſedneſs, for | 
D ©  Seconp- 


Iſa. iii. 10. 1 Job iii, 17, * Rev, xxi, 4. 
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© $£cONDLY.... It contains the poſſeſſion 
of all good, and their works do follow then. 
By which I conceive we are to underſtand 
©. Therr virtuous temper, 

And the reward of it. | 

' 1... . Their, works do follw them, or, 
as the words may be rendered, do accompan 
them; 7. e. Thoſe gracious diſpoſitions, hich 
they acquire now, will go with them to 
heaven, there to be improved and perfected. 
As mens moral ſtate is at death, ſuch will 
be the charaCter of their eternal ſtate, Thoſe, 
who die in their fins, will retain their vi- 
cious tempers, and neceffarily feel them a 
perpetual ſourſe of torment: as others habi- 
tuated to virtue and goodneſs will find in 
themſelves a ſpring of comfort, and a diſpo- 
ſition for happineſs. The one will be attend- 
ed with the pains of a ſelf accuſing mind: 
the other with the pleaſing reflections of con- 
ſcious innocehce. This muſt in a degree ne- 
ceſſary reſult from the nature of things, and 
cannot be altered by any power whatever. 
Was this better . conſidered, it would not be 
in the power of deſigning men to deceive 
and impoſe upon their fellow creatures, in 
perſuadibg them that the belonging to any 
Church; or the obſervance of any Externals 
in religion: or the belief of any Creed would 

. 2 anſwer 
„ "Axia feu, ex a (i. e. du ſimul) et x4aclo; 


via———comiter ; ſequente praepoſitione ud cum. Et eo- 
rum opera eos comitantur. Paſor. Lex. N. T. 
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anſwer the deſign of religion, and deſerye 
their principal care and zeal. By ſuch wron 
views bigottry and ſuperſtition have been nurſ- 
ed up in all ages, and rational creatures led to 
imagine, that there is righteouſneſs and piety in 
thoſe things, which have nothing to do with it. 
The truth is, there muſt be an inward holy 
change wrought upon the ſoul. There myſt be 
a pious and virtuous mind ; pure and holy affec- 
tions produced in us, or it will be impoſſible in 
any circumſtances, or in any relations whatever, 
to be happy. Good men then will go into 
the other world with a right temper of ſou], 
and throughout eternity find their pleaſure 
Increaſe in purſuing more exalted meaſures 
of it. And let me ſay, as we improve in 
this, we approach nearer to the image and 
perfeRtion of God himſelf. What an happi- 
neſs muſt this be, when the rectitude and in- 
nocence of primitive nature will be reſtored ; 
when the purſuits of knowledge will be with- 
out wearineſs or interruption ; when glory 
will be an expanſion of the ſame divine grace, 
we received here; and the pleaſures of heaven 
reſult from improved meaſures of the ſame 
knowledge, love and virtue that we exper- 
ienced below ? Thus may we begin our hea- 
ven- on earth, and continue it throughout 
eternity, by growing in holineſs. The path 

of the juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth + 
more and more, unto the perfect day*. It 
ſhedeth a comfortable influence on all around 
. „ es 
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Prov. iv. 18. 
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it, and is both the light and luſtre of ever 
character, in both worlds. EEE 
2. . Their, works do follow. them 70 be 
rewarded, This reward, I conceive, will 
reſult not only from the nature and reaſons 
of things; but from the favour and bounty 
of God: from the free derivations of good, 
from the inexhauſted ſpring and fountain of 
all goodneſs. A reward due not from any title 
of merit, but of grace. Their works do 
not go before with any aſſuming airs ; but 
follow them with the humble claim of pro- 
miſe. The Saviour in his goſpel has expreſsly 
offered this ample encouragement ; and good 
men may therefore warrantably make it the 
object of their deſire and hope. Bleſſed are 
they that db bis commandments, that they might 
- bave a right to the tree of life?. And again, 
behold I come quickly, and my reward is with 
me, to give to every man as his work ſhall bed. 
A reward ſuited to the quality of the work; 
and enlarged according to the meaſure, of 
integrity, uſefulneſs and difficulty, which at- 
tended it: but at the ſame time infinitely 
beyond all proportion of our deſert. It pe- 
remptorily excludes every notion of merit, ſuch 
is its tranſcendant excellency and greatneſs, 
Its greatneſs ſurmounts all the proportions 
of virtue, and really is, what it is faid to 
be, a reward of Grace. This is one main 
thing, which the goſpel would inculcate, 
Fo the 
Rev. xxii. 14. 1 Rev. xxii. 12. 
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be obligation we are under to the mercy of 
God, in aſſuring the forgiveneſs of repent- 
ed Sin, and offering to us 'Salvation through 
the merits of his Son. The gift of God is 
eternal life, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
But then, though the reward is ſa great as 
to exceed all deſert, yet it is offered in ſuch 
a way as to be conſiſtent with the moral 


nature and government of God. The goſ- 


|, that offers it, does, at the ſame time and 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, eſtabliſh the neceſ- 


_ tity and perpetual obligation of perſonal ho- 


lineſs. So that it is not to be looked upon 
as an arbitrary unconditionate offer of grace; 


but an extraordinary motive to our confor- 


mity to the law and will of God; and which 
will be conſidered and appealed to in the 
retributions of the laſt day. And O, how 
boundleſs muſt that reward be, which con- 
tains every ingredient of happineſs, and in 


' ſuch fulneſs, as to exceed deſcription by all 


the force of language, or power of imagina- 
tion, Neither eye, nor ear, nor heart. can 
conceive the things, which God hath prepared 


for thoſe that love him 


When I conſider this bleſſedneſs ſubjeFively, 
as reſulting from new methods of knowing, 
acting, and enjoying, how great muſt it be ! 


The operations of the Soul will be more . 


perfect, when it is enlarged from this prifon 


when it is freed from this incumbrance of 


| fleſh 3 
7 Rom. vi, 23. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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392 .' The reſ and reward 
-Beſh ; when it is got above the region of miſts 
and ſhadows, With what force and. vigoyr 
will reaſon act; and with what brightneſs 
and order the, underſtanding repreſent the 
| evidences of things. How . muſt the will, 
delivered from the partiality of ſenſe, and 
the terror of fear, freely imbrace' truth and 
-goodneſs, In beaven the paſſions will be all 
regular, and the defires all reaſonable, amidſt 
the attractions of noble and divine objects. 
How much does the man differ from himſelf 
in this world, that is converted from ſin and 
ſenſuality to God? How different in his a 
prehenfion, in his reaſonings, in his deſires 
and choices ? This holy change has introduced 
god underſtanding ; a ſubmiſſive will; 
a. better heart. If ſuch a change here 


leaſures, 
which depend upon the life of the body. 


Nay at the reſurrection, when the body it- 
felf will be reclaimed from the grave, it will 
be changed in its qualities to render it more 
e fo the pature and, cement 

98 e 


Pal. cxi. „ 
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the enlarged mind. Its corruptible, diſho- 
nourable, infirm, and heavy accidents. will 
become ſpiritual, active, glorious and im- 
mortal ®, What a noble creature will man 
appear then; dignified and improved in all 
his faculties with a new glory ? Yet after all, 
it does not appear fully what we ſhall be, 
but we know, that when Chriſt ſhall appear, 
our vile bodies will be changed into a reſem- 
blance of his divine luſtre “; and our ſouls 
improved into the image of his perfect right- 

eouſneſs, by which only we are capable of 
ſeeing, or enjoying, him as he is. Don't for- 
get, Chriſtians, the inference, which the 

poſtle immediately ſubjoins, that our pre- 
ſent duty is to begin this happineſs on earth, 
by an imitation of Chriſt in putity and vir- 
tue : for every man that hath this hope in him, 
furiſieth himſelf, even as he is pure“. 

When I conſider this bleſſedneſs objecłive- 
ly, how much am I at a loſs to comprehend 
_or expreſs it? The ſupreme good is now 
poſſeſſed, the object to which the Chriſtian 
continually aſpired. He beholds him in a 
near view, not as formerly with a tranſient 
glimps. He embraces him with the utmoſt 
ſtretch of love, and finds nothing to divide 
the heart, or cool the holy devout flarne. 
He has now free and full communications 


from this fountain of light and joy, without 
inter- 


1 Cor. xv. 42, 43, Phil. iii. 21. 
E 
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interruption, But who can tell the ſags- 
faction, the vigour, gratitude and admita- 
tion which reſult from this preſence, when, 
God will be all in ally. Jeſus the tender 
lover of ſouls is now ſeen and enjoyed ; and . 
till it comes to this, the believer cannot be 
at reſt. To this he aſpires, for this he prays 
and longs. It is a delighful part of his duty 
on Earth to be a follower of the Lamb; 
and ſweetly commune with-him in ordinan- 
ces. It is a glorious part of his heaven 70 
be ever with the Lord; to admire him with 
bis Saints, and glorify him with thoſe that 
believed *. — What ſhall 1 fay of the Zleed- 
ſociety above, all benevolent and fincere : Of 
the friendſhip of Angels; of the fellowſhip 
of Prophets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs. — 
What of the bleſſed work there; where love 
is the theme, and love the power of attempt- 
ing it; where admiration breaks forth into 
joyous hymns, and exalts the harmony to a 
rapture. — What ſhall I ſay of the bleſſed 
place, which glory ſurrounds, which glory' 
fills ; glory infinitely ſurpaſſing all the magnifi- 
cence, and tinſel pomp of thrones. Think 
upon the comforts of friendſhip, the plea- 
ſures of philoſophy, and the joys of religi- 
on: think upon all that is great and good, 
Heaven is that, and infinitely more. For 
who can deſcribe that bleſſedneſs, which an 
; infinite 


Y1 Cor, xy. 28. » Rev, xiv, 4. * 1 Thefl, 
N 1j 2 Thell, i. 10. Th 
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infinite God communicates, and eternity mea- 
ſures, The beſt way to know what heaven- 
is, is to labour in good earneſt to get there. 
—— Thus I have endeavoured to give you 
ſome idea of this future. bleſſedneſs; and 
ſuch as it is, we ſee it worth a living, and 


dying for. I come 


III . To conſider the improvement 


we ought to make of this Subject. And 


methinks there is no one who acknowle 


himſelf a dying creature, but would be glad 
to receive the comfort of this doctrine. Con» 
fider, I beſeech you ben, ſome important 


truths connected with the ſubject, the fa- 
ture bleſſedneſs of good men; the unſpeak- 
able reward of their patience and conſtancy. 


1. .;. This would excite the caution of 
good Chriſtians, not to think themſelves 


happy in the moſt proſperous and flattering 


circmſtances here, It ſeemed beſt to the wiſe 
author of our beings to put a mixture of 
good and evil into our preſent condition: and 
ſin, by his permiſſion, has introduced a like 
mixture into our preſent natures: fully ex- 
perienced, I apprehend, in the diſproportion 
between the ſtrength of our animal and ta- 
tional powers. His intention, in ſuch a ſtate 
of things, is to prove us, and diſcover our 
value for reaſon, truth, and virtue, in which' 
lies the path of life. And, upon the whole, 


that finding imperfection, diſſatisfaction, and 
| „ What 


- * 
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want of compleat bappineſs in every ſituation 
we might be led to ſeek it in himſelf, - and 
in the next life, where his preſence bas a 
Fulneſs of joy, and bis right band everlaſting 
pleaſures to beſlow on all good men. Remem- 
ber then, O Cbriſtian, — happineſs, equal 
to thy capacity and deſires, is not to be found 
in this world. This is not your reſt, becauſe 
i} is polluted* > polluted with fin, polluted 
with affliction. Let not tben your preſent 
proſperity deceive you, with its flattering 
ſcenes, and gay variety. This is a dange- 
rous ſtate to virtue, without caution and fear, 
It has many powerful temptations to pride 
and ſenſuality ; to ſloth and indolence, from 
which proceed darkneſs and neglect of our 
ſpiritual affairs. When thy circumſtances 
are eaſy, take care of flattering hopes, and 
creature dependencies : fear left thou fall into 
ſecurity, and think it good to be here. True 
happineſs is diſtant and future. It lies not 
on this, but the other fide of death. - We 
m_ die before we can be happy. Ce- 

1 ſus once ſent for Solon. At the firſt in- 
<< tervie he preſented himſelf to the Phi- 
loſopher in all his pomp and royal ſtate. 
He commanded that he ſhould be ſhewn 
© his immenſe. treaſures; and then aſked 
n him, whom he tho ught to be . happy 
* man. Solon x how's, ſome excellent per- 
0 ſons chat were dead. The King miſſing 

| | dhe 


3 vt. 17, ©» Mic, ii. 10. 
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« the compliment to himſelf, afked directly 


e hat he thought of him, polietied of ſo 
“ much dignity and power. He . replied, 
« that obſerving the varieties of human life, 
« and the numerous misfortunes,” which at- 
te tended every condition; he could not ad- 


4 mire any man's happineſs that may change, 


« and therefore could not pronounce him 
« happy, before he was dead. We have 
ſtill more reaſon to ſay fo, to whom fe 
and immortality are drach to-light . We 


may haye many comforts to rejoice in; ma- 


— pleaſing proſpects and hopes to revive us: 
but thoſe are not Chriſt and heaven. I will 


wait therefore in faith and patience, till my 
change comes: till death open to me a 


_ fage to an happineſs unt will de dane ne 


unchangeable. 

+2. . This doftrine ſhould ſupport the 
afflicted - righteous, | and embolden them in 
the laſt conflicts of nature. Whatever our 
diſappointments and ſufferings are, we have 
conſiderations proper to alleviate our pain, 
and ſtiffle all undue: reſentments. This 
% condition of being, appointed to me, is 
e not the effect of my own choice, but of 
* his who has a right to diſpoſe of me, 
* and fix the bounds of my habitation with 
A wider or narrower limit ?: and ſhould 


=» a dane my ſtation or my Y No; let 


E 2 * me 


e 8 in vit. Selon 72 Tim. i. 10. 
s Acts xvii. 16, 
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« me act worthy my rational nature; my 
« Chriſtian profeſſion and hopes. By wiſ⸗- 
« dom, by patience and ſubmiſſion; by an 
« inviolable integrity let me ſhew myſelf ſu- 
*« perior to all difficulties. Shew that I am 
© not diſappointed by thoſe diſagreeable in- 
% cidents ; that I think my exiſtence here, 
« but a ſhort part of my duration; and an 
1% looking and waiting for the bleſſed bop 1 I 
« will { ſtill perſevere, by the grace ct God, 
« in yell doing, in this confidence, that 
« there remaineth a reſt for the people of God" .” 
When this is the caſe, we ſhould not call 
that intolerable which cannot be long: nor 
ſink under a burden that will ſhortly be ta- 
ken off our ſhoulders. Heaven will make 
amends for all our labours. Happineſs will 
enlarge there in proportion to our conſtant 
vittue and ſubmiſſion. Should death preſent 
itſelf to us in its dreadful forms, we ſhould 
not be diſmayed, or decline the thoughts or 
view of it. Is not this the end of all men k. 
Could indeed our. not thinking of it ſecure 
us againſt the event itſelf ;- could our negli- 
gence about it prevent the inevitable ſtroke, 
there might be ſome excuſe for ourſelves. | 
But whether we think of it or not, death 
will come. The experience of all mankind 
proves this. Our Fathers where are they, and 
the Prophets, do they live 31," was Not that 

I think, 


Tit. ii. 13. ed. iv. 9. k Eccleſ. vii. 2. 
TZechar. i. 5 
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I think, our ſubmiſſion ſhould ariſe merely 
from the unavoidableneſs of it; but from its 
being the wiſe appointment of our Creator, 
who knows' beſt how and when to diſpoſe 
of his creatures. In this view our ſubmiſ- 
fion will be a virtue; an acknowledgement 
of God in all his ways. The Believer will 
look further than ſenſe, and conſider the end 
or rather beginning of life. Death is an 
enemy; but tis the laſt; tis a conquered 
enemy. The Captain of our ſalvation has 
violated his priſon, broken his chains, and 
will reſcue all his friends from this captivi- 
ty. An enemy did I call death, it is a friend, 
that diſcharges us from labour ; that hides us 
from the ſtroke of preſent or future evils; 
a friend that is come to undreſs us, (though 
ſometimes with a rude hand) and prepare us 
for robes of light Why then ſhould we 
be afraid of death? If Chriſt is ours, death 
will be ours, for death is in the covenant and 
will be ſanctified to every Believer, Whether 
hife or death, things preſent or things to come, 
all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's", | 

| . This thought ſhould reconcile us 
to the death of our friends of the moſt ami- 
able and uſeful character. Bleſs God that 
ſuch were ever given to guide us with their 
light, and encourage us with their example. 
Remember with gratitude the benefit we re- 
ceived either from their counſels, or their 

| prayers ; 
* 1 Cor, lib 22, 
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prayers: but dont grudge their happineſs. 
Imitate their virtue; admire their conſtancy, 
ona ronounce them happy, who died upon 
me good principle they lived. Thoſe | 
41 died in faith®. Then faith triumphs; 
when it cloſes the ſcenes, and yields to no- 
thing but viſions of glory. But is it not 
reaſonable, that thoſe who have borne the 
heat of the day, ſhould reſt in evening, 
That thoſe who have ſerved in a long war- 
fare and conquered, ſhould go 'to receive 


their crown? In the porſuit of Truth here 


we many times ſtumble upon error + and 
find ſome part of the charming object either 
too deep or too ſablime for our ſhort line 
to reach: ſuch is Deity. How often have 


we been forced to own our eye too dim, 


our conceptions too narrow, our medium 
too groſs to trace out the incomprehenſible, 
the infinite unknown. And ſhall we-envy 
thoſe who have got new methods of know- 
ledge and reaſoning? they look not now 


through the obſcure teleſcopes of ſenſe, but 
near and in a diſtin& light: face to face. 


They have now no more a partial view of 
objects, which ſo often miſguides the judg- 
ment ; but comprehend and graſp the 'whole: 
They Inow even as they are known*, Bleſſed 
are thoſe that died in the Lord, who now 
lie at the fountain head of Truth, and ſee 
"wy through all the difficulties of Provi- 

* 


* Heb, xi. 13. * x; Cor, xiii. 12. 
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dence, the philoſophy of nature, and the 


myſteries of Grace. Their death may be 
our loſs; but it is their gain; and inſtead of 
mourning their fate, we have abundant rea- 


ſon to congratulate their eſcape to light and 


liberty, 


4... If thoſe only are bleſſed who die 
in the Lord; what muſt be their caſe, wwho- 
die in their fins? Thoſe are quite oppoſite 


characters, and muſt certainly have a differ- 
ent tendency and end. The one will find 


mighty ſupports in the laſt conflict: the other 


loſe-all dependence and hope. The one will 
terminate in bleſſedneſs: the other in miſery. 


And who can ſufficiently deplore the ama- 


ing ruin? A ruin that will neceſſarily ſpring 
out of their own vicious tempers from ſelf 
reflection and ſelf condemnation ; which alone 
may be ſevere enough to make a hot and dread- 
ful hell, When ſuch recolle& how they have 
acted contrary to the law of their nature; 
centrary to the dictates of religion, the checks 
of conſcience, and the frequent reſtraints of 
ſhame and fear : when ſuch remember the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs; the loſs of all 
their pleaſures, and ſtand diſmayed at the 
dread, and darkneſs of futurity, how keen 


muſt every reflection be; and what the effect, 


but diſſatisfaction, regret, ſelf upbraiding, 


and wild deſpair ? But this is not all. The 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt 
EY alt 
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all unrighteouſneſs of men v. As a moral go- 
vernour, God has given us laws to be obey- 
ed; as a merciful Creator he has ſent his. ſon 
to declare and enforce them, by the moſt in- 
tereſting motives; and is it not fit and reaſon- 


able that God ſhould call men to an account, 


and, in conſequence, deal with them accord- 
ing to their real moral character, otherwiſe 
1 would be an infignificant thing. 
w how dreadful is the portion alloted to 
ſach as die in their ſins: namely, everlaſting 
deſtructian from the anger of the Lord, and 
the glory of his Power. Thoſe who live un- 


der Ys Goſpel, without being the better fog 


it; who perliſt in their wickedneſs ; notwith- 
Randing its light and grace; and die as im- 
penitent and incorrigible as they lived.: all 
fuch are declared out of covenant, and out 
of Chriſt, They have nothing to expect, but 


a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and 


fery indignation, which ſhall devour the: ad- 


verfaries of God d. That we might not think 
lightly of this ruin, it is expreſſed by things, 
which give the moſt exquiſite; pain as a gnaw- 
ing worm, à burning and active fire" : by 
things; which ſtrike the mind with the -ut- 


moſt Horror, as darkneſs, plagues, blaſphemy, 


and the ſecond death, a death, which has all 
the pain, without the power of dying. 
k 1 it wiſe then to'run ſuch a ek riſk as 

| this ? 


Rom. i. 18. 1 Ther, i. 9. Heb. x. 27, 
7 Mark ix. 44. 
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his? Is it rational to corrupt and abuſe a very 
ſhort part of our duration, and thereby render 
all the reſt miſerable? Lite is but a ſpan that 
will ſoon be meaſured over: but immortallity, 
eternity, how it extends beyond the reach of 
imagination! Will all the pleaſures of ſin 
countervail ſuch a ruin? Will all the gaiety 
and mirth of a licentious life be an equivalent 
for the loſs of heaven? I wiſh the intemper- 
ate and vicious part of mankind would think 
of theſe things, whilſt thinking would be 
of any advantage. Would they be willing 
their bones, full of the fin of their youth, 
ſhould lie donn with them in the duſt *? 
Would they be pleaſed to have their ſins 
follow them into the other world, to teſtify 
againſt them in the laſt day. If not, the 
only way to avoid this, is by a ſincere re- 
pentance and amendment of their ways. If 
after all we pay little or no regard to God's 
command in this affair *; yet the thing is rea- 
ſonable in itſelf. Reaſonable, that we ſhould 
undo, what we have done amiſs; reaſonable, 
that we ſhould review a wrong conduct with 
an ingenious remorſe, and ſelf abhorrence; 
reaſonable, to conſider every vice as a de- 
viation from truth, rectitude and happineſs. 
And if repentance appears reaſonable, it muſt 
be neceſſary before we. leave our ſtate of 
trial. And to defer this, from a deluſive pur- 
poſe of repenting before we die, is madly to 
chuſe both our ſin and ſuffering; to be pleaſ- 
ed 
Job. xx. 11, t Acts xvii. 30, 314. 
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ed with fin now, and to be willing to afflict 
our ſouls for it hereafter. But in reaſon, 
and in the language of Scripture, now is the 
time, not the accepted time ; ond the day ad 
ſalvation u. | 
5 — And 44%. The. Wee 
tion from hence is to live well; becauſe 
tere is no dying well without it: no dy- 
ing with comfort and ſafety. What God 
commands, and for which he will reward, 
is no other than a direct purſuit of our own 
intereſt. 17 he courſe of virtue, which he 
points out, is excellent aud amiable. It a- 
mounts to. this, the right uſe of our reafoh, 
and regulating. every ſpring of action by its 
law and influence. Vice on the contrary 1s 
a deviation from reaſon, and acting by the 
motives of Senſe and dnn without rea- 
ton, or in oppoſition to it. The one is an 
excellence, the other a deformity; the one 
is truth and liberty, the other error and a 
baſe ſervitude; the ont finally, tends to our 
perfection and happineſs, the other to our 
debaſement and — 9 In all this, nothing is 
required, but what becomes us, and nothing 
5 but what improves us, vig. inward 
ſecurity and peace. Tis from the right uſe 
of our powers, and maintaining a due ſub- 
ordination between them, that reſult all thoſe 
virtues, which are the honours: of our na- 
ture and religion. For be that in thoſe things, 
* 6— peace and joy in the 
Holy 


2 . e. vi. 2. 


— doth. 43 
Holy Ghoſt, ſer verb Cbriſt, in acceptable to 


God and approved of men. The whole | 


frame of our Saviour's religion was deſigned 
to explain and enſoree moral obligations. 
For this he lived and died, for this he of- 
fered his example, his love, his ſpirit, his or- 
dinances, his facrifice,: his heaven: ev 
couragement, to induce us to become good a and 
virtuous. He came to deliver us from ſin 
and its penal conſequences, to reſtore God's 
original kingdom amongſt us, and pu 
to himſelf a. peculiar people zealous of gon 
works *, In Pl this affair, he conſiders: us 
as moral agents, capable of making a right, 
or a wrong uſe. of our faculties; of our ta 
lents, helps and advantages: he uſes no foroe, 
denies no gift, witholds no grace, that is ne- 
ceſſary to our doing the will of God; ſo 


that if our. deſtruction follows, it will appear 


to reſult from nothing, but our own negli- 
gence, obſtinacy and willful abuſe of our pow- 
ers and faculties. This is the condemnation, 
that light is came into the world ; but men love 
darkneſs rather than light.” | Ye uill not come 


unto me, that ye may have life u. We have 
then every conſideration to engage us to live 


well which x we make our earneſt 
in all the views of liſe, we ſhall neither be 


aſhamed to live, nor abuts to die. We ſhall . 


act with the conſcious approbation of our 
own minds, and cheriſh in ourſelves, what 
would be a perpetual ſpring of comfort, vix. 

a lively 
P Rom, xiv., 18. x Tit, ii. * John iii. 19. v. 40. 
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à lively ſenſe of the love and favour of Gad. 
And let me ſay, that even bad men venerate 
Fuch à life, and when they come to die, 
then when men judge more impartially and 
truely, if they have any uſe of reaſon, then, I 
ſay, ſuch men juſtify the wiſdom of being re- 
ligious; condemn their own conduct, as folly 
and | madneſs and review it with penitency 
and ſorrow. On the contrary, a life. of faith 
and holineſs: will. never diſpleaſe us in our ſe- 
rious hours of recollection: never diſappoint 
us in the finall iſſue of things. When o- 
ther ſatisfactions, will leave us, when the 
world will fail, and ſenſual pleaſures be no 
more; virtue will attend: us in all conditions 
in all removes; yea in a change of worlds. 
Here then is wiſdom, worthy our admiration 
and: choice, more valuable than riches, more 
durable than time, viz, to fear God, and keep 
his commandments *, Then when it is ſaid of 
us, and it will be: ſaid in a little time, they are 
dead, it may be added not ſo much from a 
charitable ſuppoſition, as real evidences of our 
piety; they are happy. — Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren; be ye fledfaſt, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much 
as you know, that your labour ſhall not be in 
inen e AL. 
„ Kcckef. Kft. 13. 1 Cor. .. 58. 
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